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Increased Enrollments and Emergency Levy 

By Wayne Rush 

 

Enrollments have increased significantly in the Emmett School District this fall with 98 

more students than we had at the start of school last year. The enrollment increases are the largest 

the district has seen in many years. 

This growth has caused class sizes to increase in many grade levels across the district. To 

assist the staff in dealing with the increases the Emmett School Board passed an emergency levy at 

a special meeting August 30
th

. The emergency levy is for $150,000 and will be combined with the 

additional funding of $328,000 expected from the State.  

Although the Board was authorized by law to run a much larger emergency levy, they took a 

conservative approach to the levy to supplement the State funding for the additional students.  With 

this levy and the State and local funding, we will be providing $4,877 per new student based on 

average daily attendance (ADA). To put that number in perspective the average State support for 

students is $5,315 and the national average is $11,009. 

These funds will be used to provide 5 additional staff members including an additional 

kindergarten class at Carberry Elementary, paraprofessional support for larger classrooms at 

Shadow Butte, Ola, and Emmett Middle School, and a shared teacher between Emmett High School 

and Black Canyon High School. 

The funds will also provide for additional technology needs, hard copy and digital 

textbooks, and the replacement of worn out desk and chairs (many that are over 35 years old). 

Money will also be added to the district contingency fund to handle any unanticipated needs that 

may arise. 

The levy will cost the local property tax payer $16.71 per $100,000 of market value for the 

year. This is a one year levy and will not continue. This market value is after the homeowner’s 

exemption has reduced the assessed value. 

Increased enrollments at schools are a positive sign for the economy in Gem County. In the 

spring, the district based the 2016-2017 budget on a decline in enrollment. We had seen declines of 

kindergarten students from 201 in the 2011-2012 school year to 159 in the 2015-2016 school year. 

This led us to predict smaller classes. However, it appears that many students have moved into Gem 

County this past summer. We have also seen increases in the construction of homes along with an 

increase in the number of bus stops to pick up children from existing homes. 

The Emmett School Board struggled with the decision to raise taxes. Many comments were 

expressed about the burden it puts on property owners. In the end they felt that the funds would 

provide the necessary staffing, supplies and materials to provide a quality education for all students.  


